History is:
the study of the past

so that
we can better understand the present




Timeline for step 1

VE Day 1945 Now

Beyond living memory

< R

Where do your friends or family
go on this timeline?

to the timeline>

What other events could you add _



VE Day 1945

* We every passing year there are fewer people who were alive when
the actual event took place.

* As historians, how can we ensure we keep these memories alive?

* Yes, we use historical sources are what we use to find out information
about the past.



Source Examples

* Newspapers
* Word of Mouth

* Photographs Which ones are we
° D t I .

ary entries more likely to use to
e Artefacts
* Television Why?

* Internet
e Radio



Historical Sources

When looking at sources it is useful to think about the 3 R’s.

e Isit rich? (How much does it tell us?)
* Is it reliable? (Can we trust it?)
* Is it relevant? (Does it help us answer what we are trying to find out?)



VE Day 2025 Nottinghamshire During the War

* Look at the following sources of evidence of Nottinghamshire
celebrating VE Day in 1945.

* Today we are trying to find out:
* ‘What happened on VE Day in 19457’

* Consider the 3 Rs when looking at these sources.



VE Day 1945




VE Day 1945

Market Square, Nottingham 1945




VE Day 1945

Street Party, Carlton, Nottingham 1945




VE Day 1945

Papers belng bought, Nottmgham 1945




VE Day 1945
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Recognise this?




VE Day 1945
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Memorial service in a bombed out church in Sneinton




VE Day 1945
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Street Party, Long Hill Rise, Hucknall




VE Day 1945
= The Nottinghan

279507 L eemem m e WEDNESDAY, MAY

. KING TELLS EMPIRE

. TURN, FORTIFIED BY SUCCESS,
) DEAL WITH LAST FOE"

in bis V-Day brosdeast, thanked the peoples of the ire who,
dl'unum;xl men or women, have fought and striven and endured
to oy row the Nazi tyraony.

panse for thanksgiving; he said, we must turn, fortified by sue-
%nuf last remni foe, Japan, We must face the future, wi

Nottinghamshire Newspaper VE Day 1945




VE Day 1945




What happened on VE Day in 19457

e What did these sources tell us?

* Were they reliable?
* Were they rich?

* Were they relevant?

e What are the limitations of these sources?
e What other sources could we look at to find out more?



How did people celebrate on VE Day?

e Food and drink



How did people celebrate on VE Day?

'f'-

Food had to be rationed during the
war and people had to get their ration
book stamped by the shopkeeper. Why
do you think this was?

....

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zbgby9qg
Rationing



https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zbgby9q

Rationing

Supermarkets didn't exist in the 1940s.
People had to go to different shops and ask
the shopkeeper for the thing that they
wanted. Why do you think they had to
register with these shops?

This woman is in a grocer's shop. Can you
spot the box of dried eggs?




Rationing

This woman is buying her weekly ration of

chocolate. Each person was only allowed
90g each!

What if she had wanted more?

How would she have got more?




Rationed Meals for a Family of Four (You
would have to make this last all week!)

Butter — 200g |Bacon — Margarine —
400g 400g

500g (ZZOOmI)
eggs

I o
— 400g




Why Celebrate?

Part of the reason for celebrating on VE day was that people had saved
up ingredients over a long period of time to enjoy the celebration.

There was plenty of food, drink and bunting so everyone was very
happy indeed.

Think how you would feel if you were able to have your favourite food
having not had it for months and months —imagine the joy!



How else did people celebrate on VE Day?

* Games
* Dancing
* Singing

You have this opportunity today during your Field of Games time!



